Metriguard Announces Low-Cost E-Computer 

Washington company introduces new low-cost, portable 
computer which measures wood material properties....38 

(IV) Pittsville Homes Promotes Well-Ventilated 
Modular Homes 

Wisconsin modular builder uses high-efficiency air ex- 
changer to enhance ventilation performance....40 

Product Spotlight 
This month we highlight new roof and siding products 
sure to enhance buyer appeal....43 

(Ill) Manufacturers, Dealers Embrace New Floor System 

More home manufacturers are investigating the Unified 
Floor System. Banks Lumber Co., Elkhart, IN, has introduced 
four specialized applications....49 

(IV) Modular Builder Computerizes Plan Book 

Contempri Homes Inc., Taylor, PA, provides its builders 
with an electronic design catalog to help sales....50 

May 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 5) 

*ON THE COVER: Eye-catching Best Seller Homes rep- 
resenting four facets of the manufactured housing industry. 
This edition features 20 submissions from around the country. 
The show continues on Pages 10-12, 14 

(VI) Seminar Reveals Commercial Modulars Come of 
Age 

Seven industry speakers appeared at the Commercial 
Modular (Special Unit) Seminar, organized by the late Shep 
Robinson. This install details three sp ’ experiences 
with commercial applications....16-18, 20 

(iI) 1990 PMHA Show - - World Class Manufactured 
Housing 

A full- color report on the 34th Annual Pennsylvania 
Manufactured Housing Show which had 20,000 visitors thanks 
to fabulous exhibits and weather....22-23 

(IV) DeLuxe Homes Seizes Opportunity With Urban 
Modulars 

The trend toward providing middle-income, multi-family 
housing for urban centers has grown steadily during the past 
several years and DeLuxe Homes of PA has taken advantage 
of this lucrative situation....26-27 

(Ill) Top Dealers Sell 41,442 Homes Worth $1.49 billion 

Automated Builder’s Top 100 Manufactured 
Home Dealers Survey shows last year’s performance of 
responding dealers....30, 32-34, 35-38 

(IV) Housing Industry Should Support HR4157 
(Editorial) 











Congr Ben Erdreich’s bill to establish a Modular 
Construction COmmission is the best proposal for strengthen- 
ing the manufactured housing industry....39, 42 

(II) Manufactured Home Industry Needs Affordable 
Financing 

Financial expert David J. Leichey thinks creating more 
affordable financing programs can end the industry’s current 
recession. He explains how to develop the programs....40 

Product Spotlight 

This month Automated Builder highlights new board 
panel products sure to enhance buyer appeal....43 

Model Home Sales Center Competition 

Isyour Model Home Sales Center the nation’s best? Com- 
plete the Entry Form and find outt....51 


June 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 6) 

(IV) ON THE COVER: Kaplan Building Systems recent- 
ly converted its Tower City, PA plant for manufacturing steel- 
frame modular units after KBS President, William S. Bobbitt, 
saw burgeoning potential in the light-commercial field. Photo 
shows prototype 3-story structure being tested at the factory. 
Regina Lucas offers a full-color report....10-11 

(VI) Seminar Reveals Commercial Modulars Come of 
Age 

The second installment in this series covering the Com- 
mercial Modular (Special Unit) Seminar, organized by the late 
Shep Robinson, details three more experiences with construct- 
ing cc ial modul 18-21 

1989 Best Seller Homes 

Automated Builder’s final installment shows the 
manufactured homebuyers’ favorites of last year....12 

(V) NJ Framer Develops Low-Cost Panelization System 

A New Jersey firm brings a low-cost framing system to 
other builders after trimming its own framing costs on every- 
thing from government townhouses to luxury homes....24 

Home Pneumatic Systems Could Be Amenities of '90s 

An ‘Untried But Possibly True’ concept of a home 
pneumatic system that retrieves deliveries and takes out trash 
is in the final stages of development....22 

(II) Last Year’s Top Panelizers & Pre-Cutters 

Automated Builder’s annual survey ranks the nation’s 
panelizers and pre-cutters by gross sales volume....29-34 
Israeli Developers Loudly Calling For Manufactured 
mes 





Ho 

Massive migration of Soviet Jews to Israel has created a 
potential boom for U.S. manufactured homebuilders - - if they 
can meet the challenge. Also, a brief milestone history of the 
manufactured home industry....26 

Product Spotlight 

This month Automated Builder highlights the latest in 
wood beam technology - - and they’re not "joist" run-of-the- 
mill products, either....16 





Industri: fi d Housing Market Share 
The profit pie for 1989 is sliced; see who got what last year 
and why. Also, how to get the most for your ad dollars....35-37. 


Automated Builder’s Product Post-Card Service 


Automated Builder 


One dozen direct-reply ad post-cards providing vehicles 
for instant information....26A-26H 


July 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 7) 

(I) ON THE COVER: Despite California’s reputation as 
the last bastion of stick-builders, some production builders 
there say they regularly use roof trusses, as evidenced by the 
cover-shot of a garage for a house under construction in the 
Antelope Valley, located 60 freeway miles northeast of 
downtown Los Angeles. The area’s low-priced land and a pro- 
development attitude inspire some experts to declare it one of 
the hottest building spots in the nation....10 

(VI) Seminar Reveals Commercial Modulars Come of 
Age 

The final installment in this series covering the Commer- 
cial Modular (Special Unit) Seminar, organized by the late 
Shep Robinson, highlights addresses by Marshall Erdman, 
president, Marshall Erdman & Associates, Madison, WI; and 
Jeffrey Messina, vice president, Gelco Space, Bala Cynwyd, 
PA....18-23 

Product Spotlight 

This month, the latest in cabinetry and mouldings share 
the spotlight....27 

(II) Pre-Fab Church Built By Eiffel Turns 101 


In 1889 A. Gustav Eiffel built a pre-fabricated church he 
thought would fit the needs of French colonies in Africa, but 
instead itwas shipped to Mexico’s Baja California Penninsula, 
where it still serves parishioners....65 

Special Reports From 24 Companies That Make In- 
dustrialized Housing Go 

Allstate Insurance....42 

Alpine Engineered Products, Inc. ....62 

Arrowood/Fibreboard Technologies Corp. ....26 

ASI Trailers ....29 

Boise Cascade Corporation ....44 

Building Systems Councils of NAHB/SHOWCASE '90 

5 


Clary Corporation ....28 

Consolidated Technology Corporation ....38B 
Contact Lumber ....34 

Duo-Fast Corporation ....39 

Gang-Nail Systems, Inc. ....30 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation ....60 

HIAB Cranes & Loaders, Inc. ....40 

Hoover Treated Wood Products ....56 
Horizon Equip Manuf: ing, Inc. ....54 








@ Convenience: The MINI-8 simply 
stands on the floor with no rails or 
tracks, nor are special foundations 
required. This means the MINI-8 
can be moved and installed without 
special site preparation. 

@ Versatility: The solid steel table ac- 
commodates magnetic or bolt-on jig 
hardware which makes set up easy 
and fast for special trusses such as 
gable ends, girders, hip cottages and 
jacks. 





MINI 


TRAVELMATIC 


Roof or Floor Trusses Anytime with the Jager MINI-8 


®@ Productivity: Ifshort runs of unusual 
trusses slows your production, the 
MINI-8 will turn your production 
foreman into a production genius. 

@ Easy to Operate: No special skills re- 
quired. Training is minimal. Simple 
hydraulic hand controls and rider 
platform for operator to stand on 
minimizes operator fatigue. 

@ Floor Trusses: without adjustments 
the MINI-8 can be converted into 
building 4x2 floor trusses. 


)| Jager Industries Inc. 


Manufacturing Division 
6839 44th St. S.E. Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2C 2C9 
Telephone: (403) 236-1833 


Telex 03-824666 
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Kant-Sag/United Steel Products Co. ....52 

Kaplan Building Systems, Inc. ....32 

Nordyne, Inc. Miller/Intertherm Divisions ....46 

On-Line Data, Inc. ....16 

Parallam/MacMillan Bloedel ....14 

PFS Corporation ....58 

Senco Products Division ....48 

Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc. ....36 

Speed-Cut, Inc. ....38 

August 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 8) 

(I) ON THE COVER: Jim Walter Homes Inc., Tampa, 
FL switched to roof trusses when building its "Regency" series 
of luxury homes because trusses afforded the roofs greater 
spans and allowed engineers more creativity with designs....10 

(IV) Nanticoke Homes Builds Milestone 10,000th Home 

Modular manufacturer Nanticoke Homes Inc., Green- 
wood, DE recently completed its 10,000th home in 19 years. 
Gregory Mervine, vice president marketing, talks about that 
milestone and how the firm is preparing for the years 
ahead....12-14 

(I) Western Builders Meet in San Francisco for PCBC 

The recent Pacific Coast Builders Conference in San 
Francisco drew an estimated 10,000 people to hear 40 seminars 
and presentations, visit 360 exhibitors’ booths, and see Gold 
Nugget Award competition entries and results. One presenta- 
tion discussed how coastal California homebuilders can design 
10-to-an-acre homes that will attract middle-income buyers 
seeking privacy in a region which is growing more dense....16- 
18 


Top 100 Home Producers Build 330,000 Homes 

Automated Builder’s annual survey indicates the Top 100 
Home Producers of 1989, ranked by gross dollar volume, built 
332,928 of the Commerce Dept.-estimated 1.37 million homes 
started in the U.S. last year. The tabulated gross dollarvolume 
equals approximately $32.8 billion....20-28 

(V) Fire and Trusses 

Anall-industry ad hoc committee representing fire-fight- 
ing officials, associations, and component manufacturers is 
being organized to discuss the crisis which has developed 
around flat chord wood trusses conditions of fire. Also, 
progress reports on HR4157 and HR1{80....30 

Paco Engineering Supplies Steel Beams 

Paco Engineering Corp. distributes light steel beams in- 
cluding welded, hot rolled and corrugated varieties to the 
manufactured housing and modular industries nationwide....39 

Product Spotlight 


MEET YOUR 
REPLACEMENT! 


Introducing 
McFIN’ plywood. 


When it’s time to replace the worn 
out tabletops on your truss fabrica 
tigre Wore [Ul] e}aatcla) eum \"/(elmlamallelabelsiarcviy 
plywood is the ideal solution! This 
solid core, all-birch hardwood really 
Stands up to heavy-duty truss plant 
use. And, its phenolic, two-sided, 
smooth surface makes it.easy to 
slide finished trusses off the table! 


Call us today at 313/294-9663 for 
your free sample of McFin plywood, 
stock sizes and pricing! 


CAUSEY LUMBER COMPANY 
313/294-9663: Fax 313/294 JE 
: 05 Little Mack A 


Roseville. MI 4806¢€ 


©1990 McCausey Lumber Co 


Circle Reader Service No. 40 
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This month, some nice, new kitchen amenities to tantalize 
prospective homebuyers with are glistening in the spot- 
light....46 

September 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 9) 

(II) ON THE COVER: In July, Wausau Homes, Wausau, 
WI and over 2,000 people celebrated the company’s 30th An- 
niversary. Today a producer of most varieties of in-plant panel- 
ized and modular structures, Wausau sells over 3,000 homes 
per year and grosses over $80 million from its 5-factory opera- 
tion. A full-color report details the day’s activities and profiles 
the top-notch operation....10-12 

(I) Trusses Create Ceilings that Help Sell Homes 

Fox Ridge Homes Inc., Brentwood, TN explains how fac- 
tory-made trusses give its $50,000 homes salesmaking 
‘pizzazz’....14-16 

Product Spotlight: Housing Machine Tools 

Here are the manufacturers’ latest offerings in produc- 
tion, fastening, and factory-enh quip to keep 
an operation on the cutting-edge of technology....18, 19 

(IV) Modulars Bring Affordability to SoCal ‘Gold Coast’ 

They were built as far away as Utah, but modulars helped 
a SoCal group create detached homes people could afford to 
buy in Camarillo, CA....20 

(V) Lumbermate Update 

Clyde Wynn, marketing manager, Lumbermate Div., St. 
Louis, MO explains the firm is "stronger than ever" with new 





(II) Armstrong Building Components Switches to 
Glulams for More Efficient Production 

Armstrong, Auburn, WA dropped laminated 2 X 10s and 
plywood in favor of Glulams and got 50% savings on labor 
costs. The company is experiencing an exceptional year - - its 
marketing manager tells why....24, 26 

(V) Top 100 Component Manufacturers 

Here’s Automated Builder’s exclusive listing of North 
America’s Top 100 Component Manufacturers ranked by total 
dollar volume of sales....30 

Alphabetical listing....32 

October 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 10) 

ON THE COVER: Style Craft Homes, Alden, NY, Na- 
tional Corporate Winner of Automated Builder’s 1990 Gol- 
den Home Model Home Sales Center Contest, "shows how it 
should be done" - - with a park- like model home village near 
its factory. 

1990 Golden Home Winners 

(IV) National Corporate Winner: Style Craft Homes, 
Alden, NY....9 

(VII) National Private Winner: First Value Homes Inc., 
Gastonia, NC....10 

(IV) Northeast Region Corporate Co-Winner: Terrace 
Homes Factory Direct Sales, Adams, WI....11 

(VII) Northeast Region Private Winner: Princeton 
Crossing, West Chester, OH....13 

(I) Southeast Region Corporate Winner: Westminster 
Co., Greensboro, NC....14 

(VII) Southeast Region Private Co-Winner: Holiday 
Homes of Kentucky, Walton, KY....16 

(VII) Southwest Region Private Winner: Sonora Hills 
Homes Sales, Sonora, CA....18 

(II) Northwest Region Corporate Winner: Oregon Dome 
Inc., Eugene, OR....19 

(V) Shelter Systems of Maryland Increases Dollar 
Volume 

A few years ago this firm pioneered the idea of providing 
erection services along with its output of trusses and panels. 
Read the results....22, 24 

(III) Top HUD-Code Producers Surveyed 

The top HUD-Code producers responding to this year’s 
survey said they want to pursue overseas markets....25-28 

Product Spotlight: HVAC Products 

Here are manufacturers’ latest offerings in heating, ven- 
tilation and air conditioning equipment to keep home buyers 
comfortable all year long....29, 30 

Getting Ready for SHOWCASE ’90 

The Building Systems Councils of the NAHB is finalizing 
plans for its 5th-annual convention....31 

: (V) Gang-Nail’s New Look Emphasizing Customer Ser- 
vice 

Full report on the concerted drive toward deep customer 
involvement by this pioneer supplier to the U.S. component 
manufacturing industry....32, 33 

(VII) Midwest Manufactured Housing & RV Show 

Full color photo report on South Bend, IN show....34 

(I) Unique Promotion Helps Builders Sell Homes 

‘Street of Dreams’: luxury furnished homes where 
prospective home buyers pay to browse - - builder participants 
at the recent Minneapolis, MN show describe success....36, 37 

November 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 11) 

ON THE COVER: Top-level U.S. busin=ssmen sent to 
Moscow by President Bush to discuss economic cooperation 
stand before the entrance to Gorky Park: (L-R) H. Leighton 
Steward, The Louisiana Land & Exploration Co., New Or- 
leans; William T. Esrey, United Telecommunications Inc., 
Westwood, KS; John J. Murphy, Dresser Industries Inc., Dal- 
las; Chesley Pruet, Pruet Oil Co., El Dorado, AR; Dwayne O. 
Andreas, Co., Decatur, IL; Kenneth T. Derr, Chevron Corp., 
San Francisco; Robert A. Mosbacher, U.S. Secretary of Com- 
merce; Donald B. Marron, Paine Webber Group Inc., New 
York; Leonard A. Sylk, Shelter Systems Group, Hainesport, 
NJ; James D. Jameson, Glenair International, Del Mar, CA; 
Alex J. Mandl, Sea-Land Service Inc., Edison, NJ; James B. 


January 1991 


Hayes, Fortune Magazine, New York; Lodwrick M. Cook, At- 
lantic Richfield Co., Los Angeles; and Mark C. Hungerford, 
Transcisco Industries Inc., San Francisco. (Photo by Charley 
Archambault, courtesy of Fortune Magazine.) 
(V) Opportunities, Problems in Supplying Hoimes to 
R 


Leonard Sylk, Shelter Systems Group, describes his first- 
hand impressions of a six-day high-level economic meeting be- 
tween U.S. businessmen and Soviet authorities in Moscow and 
Leningrad during September....9, 58-60 

(VI) Scotsman Group: No. 1 in Commercial Modulars 

The merger of Williams Modular Structures and Integral 
Environments has created the largest manufacturer of com- 
mercial modulars in the nation....14-15 

CAD/CAM Software and Hardware 

A look at new and updated CAD/CAM packages, 
software and computer hardware for construction....16-17 

(IV) Top Modular Home Producers 

Automated Builder’s annual ranking of North America’s 
top modular home producers....53-55 

Reports from 19 Companies that Make Manufactured 
Housing Go! 

Parallam/MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. ....12 

National Propane Gas Assn. ....13 

On-Line Data, Inc. ....16 

Duo-Fast Corp. ....22 

Georgia-Pacific Corp. ....24 

ALH Building Systems ....26 

Hoover Treated Wood Products ....28 

ASI Trailers/Littfin Lumber Co. ....30 

Senco Products/Future Home Technology, Inc. ....32 

Triad/Merrick Machine Co. ....34 

Kant-Sag/United Steel Products ....36 

Integrated Computer Graphics ....38 

Boise Cascade Corp. ....40 

Congoleum Corp. ....42 

Lumbermate, Div. Alpine Engineered Products, Inc. ....44 

Southern Forest Products Assn. ....46 

DesignBid, Dickens Data Systems, Inc., ComTran Corp. 
oe 48 

PFS Corp. ....50 

Speed-Cut, Inc. ....52 


December 1990 (Vol. 27, No. 12) 

ON THE COVER: Marvin C. Schuette, president & 
CEO, Wausau Homes Inc., Wausau, WI, winner of the 1990 
James P.. Price/Automated Builder Achievement in Housing 
Award. 

(II) Marvin C. Schuette Wins 1999 Achievement in Hous- 
ing Award 

Wausau Homes Inc. Co-Founder, CEO & President Mar- 
vin C. Schuette is the winner of the 1990 James R. 
Price/Automated Builder Achievement in Housing Award. 
Judges honored Schuette for his firms’s growth, commitment 
to quality and keeping pace with technological advance- 
ments....12-13 

(V) BCMC 91 Theme: ‘Strength & Unity’ 

The wood truss industry is coming together February 21- 
23 in San Antonio, TX. See the "Component Courier”....16-18 

(V) On-Line Data is Delivering Competitive Edge 

The chairman of this component software company told 
Automated Builder: "What we offer is the opportunity for our 
clients to stay ahead of the competitive pack." Read how they 
do it and what it means for truss manufacturers....20-21, 35 

(VII) Leading CA HUD-Code Dealer Moves Up 

Visalia Trailer Sales, Goshen, CA recently renovated its 
former secondary storage lot into a state-of-the-art head- 
quarters. President & Owner Len Moody offers a tour in this 
exclusive, full-color report....24-25 

(IIT) MMHF Opens Curtain on ‘Agenda for Future’ 

The 1991 Louisville Manufactured Housing Show, 
January 14-17, at the Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center "is 
headed for another sellout," according to the Midwest 
Manufactured Housing Federation, the show’s sponsor....26 

(III) MHI Expands Programs During Annual Convention 

Meeting recently in Dallas, the Manufactured Housing 
Institute approved expanding programs involving site develop- 
ment, financing, public relations and marketing. It also 
presented awards to active members....28 

(IV) HIAB Cranes Help Modular Producers Double 
Deliveries 

Several special unit modular manufacturers have doubled 
their construction site deliveries by switching from rental 
cranes to their own hydraulic knuckleboom cranes from 
HIAB....30 

(VI) Organizers Expand 1991 Commercial Modular 
Show 


An expanded program is set for the upcoming 1991 
Mobile Modular Office Assn. Convention & Trade Show, to 
be held February 27 - March 2 in Scottsdale, AZ....31 

(I) NAHB’s 1991 Builder’s Show Set for January 18-21 in 
Atlanta 

The National Assn. of Home Builders said more than 
60,000 builders from the United States and around the world 
will again convene at the World Congress Center in Atlan- 
ta....35 
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